
Older Adult Services Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

October 12, 2016 – 4:00 PM 
HCS Conference Room B 

 

Members Present:  Chair Don Ryan, Tom Danielson, John Hilliard, Deb Josephson, 

Clinton Lewis, Kimberly Middleton, Beulah Price, Kelly Quardokus, 

Ros Robbert, Beverly Solik, and Commissioner Larry Provancher  

Members Absent:  Kathy Grueter 

Staff:    Judy Sivak, Anne Zemlick, Brien Brockway, Janice Bonita  

Guests:   Dave Carroll, Senior Services; Sara Wick, MSAC Delegate;   

   Joyce Ryan 

I. Welcome & Introductions: Chair Don R. opened with a welcome.  

 

II. Approval of September Minutes:  

Motion  Carried  To Approve September Minutes 

Deb J. 

Tom D. 

 

III. Citizen Time: Dave C. thanked everyone for supporting Senior Services’ meal 

programs. Dan Crouch is leaving end of month. John Grib is now part-time.  

IV. Member Time: Beulah said that Ruthie Walker wanted to let the Council members 

know she really enjoyed the Expo as a Celebrity Greeter and would like to do it 

again next year; and was sorry her husband couldn’t come. Don R. had asked 

John Faul to be a guest greeter, and he did, and he would like to do it again next 

year. Don added that he and Joyce R. covered the Celebrate Elderhood table and 

heard comments from “wonderful” to “ugh—you’re going to celebrate 

elderhood??!!”  Kelly Q. apologized for not being there.  

V. Financial Report Review:  No report for September as we are concentrating on 

end of the year reports. Judy said we got a Statement of Grant Award of a quarter 

of our money from Federal and State, due to the federal continuing resolution 

ending in December.  

 

VI. Advocacy Report: Brien B reported on the Friends of Transit monthly meeting. 

Weekend and late night service started last month. Seeing high enough ridership. 

Disability Network Southwest Michigan hired a new trainer for the buses. Working 
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on pamphlets, making easier to read; and there’s some issues with the mobile app. 

Current call time is 30 minutes to get someone on the phone and they will be 

implementing some adjustments.  Deb J. commented this was the first time they 

got a request from Metro Transit for where all of their pantries are. Brien reported 

that the bus line will continue to Meijer, in Oshtemo, but not to the Walmart. Some 

discussion ensued.  

Judy S. distributed the KCASI meeting flyer for Oct. 17 and invited everyone to 

come. Judy briefly review the last meeting of the commissioners’ candidate forum. 

We are looking for Michigan Senior Advocacy Council (MSAC) replacement for joe 

schmitt.  Sara W. reported MSAC delegates got information on energy bill; Jo 

murphy gave them information on huge increases in Medigap; No-fault is lurking 

around; appropriating money for veteran homes, and accessible homes. Mary 

Ablan provided a good informational sheet on what Area Agencies on Aging do. 

Kelly Q. asked if Jo Murphy was talking about the Legacy Program. Sara: Yes. And 

an interesting statistic is one in five people in Michigan are on Medicaid.  

VII. Staff Report: Brien B. reviewed provider program assessments he completed, and 

the findings/recommendations. Kelly Q. asked, what’s the difference between 

findings and recommendations? Judy clarified the difference: findings relate to the 

service standards and must be addressed; recommendations—we’re not requiring, 

just recommending.  

Judy continued with mentioning that Oct. 1 started our new fiscal year. You might 

want to think about presentations from our current contractors, etc. on issues of 

aging. And she asked if the council members wanted to have the whole staff at the 

December meeting. Everyone wanted to. Judy said we will start earlier.  

Judy reported on the Senior & Caregiver Expo, and recognized Janice’s 

contribution. People thought celebrity greeters were nice to have.  

Judy said we did get the Elder Abuse Prevnt Grant, and we are going to hire a staff 

person to develop and coordinate for case reviews one multi-disciplinary 

vulnerable adult abuse team and three specialty teams that include Elder Death 

Review, Financial Exploitation, and Hoarding.  Kelly Q. talked about the good 

collaboration regarding a case discussion at the last Elder Abuse Prevention 

Coalition meeting which she attended. 

Judy reminded members about the leftover tickets for Bill Thomas’ Age of 

Disruption Tour Oct. 20 and offered them all the opportunity to go. A couple of 

members expressed interest. Sunday, Nov. 13, 4 PM at the Radisson, is the 

Ecumenical Senior Center fashion show, which Judy will participate in. HCS 

Director, Dr. Stoltman’s, last day is October 28th, with a farewell party on 

Thursday.   
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Judy talked about our budget and the request for additional county funding for our 

Healthy Living Programs (Matter of Balance, PATH). Larry P. indicated that it was 

decided not to take up any new funding until next May. Judy added that on the 

positive side, MHEP will be extended, but when that money’s gone it’s done, and 

we’ll have to either cut these classes or find other sources of funding. Judy said 

she is taking the Diabetes PATH class as a caregiver, and it’s provided positive 

changes in their lives.   

Brien and Judy met with Danna Downing, Director, South County Community 

Services, to talk about their initiative they are about to start with Diane Durian, 

Senior Outreach Worker, who will be visiting seniors in their homes, finding out 

their needs to connect people with services.  

Anne Z. reported the Verne Robbert Unmet Needs fund has a balance of almost 

$2,300. An example of what we did with some of the money was, before we could 

get an aide in to a senior’s home, we hired a company in to do intense cleaning. 

End of FY 2016, 317 people served with all CFI programs; wait list has 127. Annie 

Rozsi left as she was recently working in temporary positions. Our new nurse, 

April, is doing a wonderful job. Creating Confident Caregivers class starts next 

week at the Oshtemo Library. Anne’s Osher Lifelong Learning Class that she was 

going to do was canceled. Gave update on the Hoarding Task Force: more cases 

all the time, trying to manage, always a struggle, a client is at risk again of being 

evicted, we don’t have counseling. We need multidisciplinary team to help. Anne 

has not found any counselor who would go into the home. We try to connect 

people with supports, but it’s really a band-aid over a gaping wound. Kelly Q. 

asked if there would be anything at Western, such as through their counseling 

psychology dept.  Anne: Ann Crabb has been trying to work with them, but there’s 

nobody to take on going into the home to start this process. Anne is doing a 

presentation tomorrow on hoarding at the Premier Public Health Conference.  

Laura Loker, from Washtenaw County, is coming to Kalamazoo to do a 

presentation in November; we need someone like her here. Bev S. asked whether 

or not it’s depression. Anne answered that hoarding is a different mental health 

behavior that used to be classified as part of obsessive compulsive disorder. Deb 

J. added a lot of hoarding behaviors are connected with traumatic loss. Anne said 

it does affect the whole community.  

 

VIII. Other Business: Don R. talked about the situation with the November election, 

and a change of County Commissioners, and in December, close to 50% of 

OASAC members’ terms end. Don sent in his application already. 

Celebrate Elderhood: 
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Judy reported they’re moving forward; committees are active. Judy distributed the 

scholarship application form. The Web site is up, but it’s in the wrong place. Don 

and Judy are still writing grants. Expect decision from Kalamazoo Community 

Foundation Nov. 14. Working on community partnerships to get brochure ready. 

We are working on questions for 100 year olds. We want to honor them, and also 

to learn from them. 

Joyce R. reported that they had a good meeting with school superintendents about 

the writing contest. Some said they struggled with the term “elderly”. After the 

meeting was over, they had a more positive discussion outside.  

Sara W. said it would be helpful to have something in writing to give the families of 

centenarians in her church and Judy said that something would be developed 

soon.  

Kelly: Message in a Bottle is the name of local videographers who we could get 

and maybe offer a copy to the families [of 100 year olds].  

Judy mentioned copies of Spark and Senior Times were available, and pointed out 

the article: “Myths and the Reality of Aging.”   

Motion   Carried  To adjourn at 5:47 PM 

     Clinton L.   

     Kelly Q. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Bonita 


